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High Water Pressure?

What is water pressure?  
When you turn on a faucet and water flows, it is  
because it is being “pushed” by gravity.  The height 
of the nearby City storage reservoir in relation to 
your home determines the amount of “push,” or 
water pressure you have.

What is the standard for water pressure?
The Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) 608.2 recommends 
that households with water pressure higher than 
80 psi (pounds per square inch) install an approved 
Pressure Reducing Valve (PRV).

Is having high pressure a problem?  
High water pressure (in excess of 80 psi) helps fire 
fighting efforts; however, it can also lead to wasted 
water and may damage some home appliances, 
faucets, hoses, and other water fixtures.   Installing 
a PRV can reduce the strain on plumbing fixtures 
and increase their service life.  It can also save you 
money on your water bill.

How can I tell if I have high pressure? 
If you hear banging pipes in your home or observe 
water splashing in your sink, you might have 
excessive pressure.  If you believe you have high 
pressure and are concerned:

S  You can check to see if you are in a high pressure
    zone online.

S  Call a licensed plumber to have a PRV installed.
We offer rebates - visit our website for details and 
download a rebate form.

Get the Facts.Get the Facts.
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